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Conditions 2017
Kristy Stallmann- OSPA

Troy Nichols- SPA

Research Terms and Conditions

 Purpose was to develop a revised set of Research Terms and 
Conditions (RTCs) to implement the Uniform Guidance

 The original RTCs were intended to be a model implementation of 
OMB Circular A-110

 Applies to research and research-related grants made by  
participating federal agencies to institutions of higher education 
and non-profits

 This April 3, 2017 implementation includes: NSF/DOE/NIH

 Future implementations will include USDA-NIFA (June),  
DOC/NIST/NOAA (October), Homeland Security (October), 
DOT-FAA (October), NASA (October), and EPA (December)
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Research Terms and Conditions, 
continued…
 Incorporates the entire Uniform Guidance (UG) by reference, 

clarifying or supplementing select provisions where appropriate 
and consistent with government-wide research policy

 Incorporates by reference the OMB UG Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs) in effect at the time the award is made

 FAQs meant to provide additional context, background and 
clarification

 Applies to an award when included as part of the award or 
when incorporated in the award by reference

 Some agencies applying RTCs to only new awards, some agencies 
applying RTCs to new awards and funding increments

 NSF – RTCs do not apply to Cooperative Agreements and Fellowship 
Awards to individuals

Prior 
Approval 
Matrix
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Highlights from the RTCs (NSF/DOE/NIH)
May be overridden by individual award terms and conditions

 Cost Sharing or Matching Funds may include unrecovered IDC 
without agency approval

 Program income is always additive

 Agency must approve any changes in statement of work (SOW)

 Disengagement of PI for more than three months or a 25% 
reduction in time devoted to the project- TAKE ACTION

 NIH, NSF now require taking action, rather than passive 
nature of former guidance

 Transfer of funds out of Participant Support Costs (PSC) always 
requires sponsor approval

Highlights, continued…
(NSF/DOE/NIH)

 90 days preaward spending for NSF/NIH does not require 
sponsor approval

 Up to 12 months one-time no-cost extension (NCE) does not 
need sponsor approval unless required by other circumstances

 e.g., Request for additional funds, Changes in SOW

 Requests need to be at OSPA at least 30 days before end 
date

 Carryforward does not require sponsor approval unless 
stated in the award 
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Highlights, continued…
(NSF/DOE/NIH)

 Approval for direct charging of administrative/clerical salaries 
not required by DOE/NIH, but must meet all conditions of 2 CFR 
200.413(c)(3) and ISU Sponsored Programs Costing Policy

 Intra-institutional consulting performed in addition to faculty 
member’s regular responsibilities does not require approval for 
additional compensation in excess of base salary, but must 
follow ISU approval process

 Faculty salary in excess of institutional base salary (IBS) 
requires sponsor approval

Highlights, continued…
(NSF/DOE/NIH)

 Direct charging of capital expenditures for buildings and land 
requires sponsor approval

 Direct charging of equipment does not require sponsor approval 

 Rebudget request must be submitted to OSPA for equipment 
purchases not included in approved budget that cumulatively 
exceed $25k, per ISU guidelines

 Costs of entertainment where there is a programmatic purpose 
must have prior sponsor approval

 Exchange rate fluctuations resulting in the need for additional 
funding or reduces the scope of work must have sponsor 
approval
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RTCs Wrap-up

 RTCs Overlay Document – only lists sections of UG that are 
impacted by RTCs

 Three RTCs Overlay companion documents

 Appendix A – Prior Approval Matrix

 Will continue to expand as other federal agencies implement the RTCs

 Appendix B – Subaward Requirements

 Appendix C – National Policy Matrix Requirements

 Federal RTC Work Group was told they could not deviate from 
the intent of the UG (e.g. approval needed for fixed price 
subawards)

RTCs Wrap-up
 Approval for deviations from the RTCs or Agency-Specific 

Requirements must be requested from the awarding agency 
official 

 Any individual award terms and conditions take precedence 
over the UG RTCs

 Federal regulations and provisions- Any or all of these govern 
each award

 UG

 RTCs

 Agency-Specific Requirements

 Award Terms and Conditions

 Proposal/FOA Restrictions

 May 23 Webinar- 1 pm- 206 Durham


